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Mary Margaret Hansen stands below Victor James

Rodriguez's East End Flying Feral Parrot Flock inside

Second Seating.

Like Be the Þrst of your friends to like
this.

SECOND SEATING
• Where: 20 N. Chenevert (next to Irma's)

• When: Through Nov. 7. Monday-Friday,
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m. And Saturday, 11 a.m.-5
p.m.

• Cost: Free
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East End becomes artist's muse
By LISA GRAY Copyright 2009 Houston Chronicle

Oct. 29, 2009, 4:19PM

Mary Margaret Hansen rhapsodizes about the East End, the
muscular industrial side of Houston, the part of town, she enthuses,
Òwhere they make things.Ó
 
The East End is where Clorox is bottled and coffee is decaffeinated,
where beer is brewed and oil refined. It's the taco-truck part of town,
the Port of Houston part of town, the train-tracks part of town. In a
city that revolves around work, it's the place where work seems
most real.
 
Hansen is besotted with the East End. She loves her neighborhood,
pretty Idylwood, where the banks of Sims Bayou form some of
Houston's only rolling hills. She loves the area's feral parrots, the
ones that escaped their cages and colonized Eastwood's cell-phone
towers. She loves the abuelas who gather for coffee, tea and
gossip. She loves the fact that it was an East End McDonald's that
introduced the chain's first breakfast burrito.
 
For more than a decade, Hansen made a day job of praising the
place: She was president of the East End Chamber of Commerce,
then president of the Greater East End Management District. But
even now, two years after those paychecks stopped and she
became an artist full-time, the East End still obsesses her.
 

Genius of the place
 
Second Seating is her big, complex Valentine to the East End: an
installation of her own artwork, plus that of eight other artists, in a
room that speaks volumes about the place.
 
Hansen started the project by asking Irma Galvan, the proprietor of
the legendary Irma's Restaurant, for the loan of the storage space
that leans against the restaurant's main building. That, in itself, was
an inspired thought. Irma's, a longtime fixture on the east side of
downtown, is beloved not just for its Mexican food but for its funky
homegrown atmosphere. The tiny restaurant's walls have long since
disappeared, buried by layers of photos, business cards, magazine
clippings, whatnots and oddments Ñ mementos that seem to have
accreted in sedimentary layers. Irma's oozes what architects call
Ògenius loci.Ó It has a soul; it's a place like no other; and it doesn't
pretend to be anything else.
 

Hansen aimed to summon a similar sense of place for the entire East End, to condense the brawny, unruly area
into a roomful of themed artworks. To see Second Seating, you walk through a big, rolled-open garage door, into an
open-air space that feels shedlike, temporary and somehow unofficial Ñ less like a gallery, in other words, than an
icehouse or a used-furniture store. That feeling is very East End.
 

A bounty of art
 
In restaurants, Òsecond seatingÓ refers to a meal's second round of diners, the ones who show up after the early
birds have moved on. Hansen imagined the East End itself as a feast, and also as a place in transition: In short, as
a room full of arty recycled, reborn tables, chairs and chandeliers, each somehow describing the place.
 
There's almost too much to take in. Graffiti artist Gonzo247, one of the guys behind Aerosol Warfare Gallery,
spraypainted one table with fruit-colored whorls. Jesse Sifuentes, who teaches art at Texas Southern University,
batik-printed a huge fabric hanging with coffee cups (a salute to the East End's coffee processors), and filled a
storage chest/buffet laden with coffee cups bearing the logos of East End businesses.
 
Victor Rodriguez made a flock of pi–atalike parrots. And a class of HCC art students embellished Clorox bottles,
which were then assembled into a giant chandelier.
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From fabric damaged by Hurricane Ike floodwaters, Hansen organized friends to sew a patchwork tablecloth. For
another table, she coaxed an East End recycling company to lend her big cubes of crushed cans. Yet another
table, named Bayou, Bay, Beach, at first appears to be set for some sort of Marie Antoinette-style seafood feast Ñ
but when you look closely, you see that the oyster shells in the floor are all empty, and everywhere little pieces of
paper offer horrific factoids about environmental degradation.
 
Shiny steel arches form the base of still another table Ñ miniature versions of the arches that aggra ndize Post Oak
Boulevard, in the luxe triumphal procession from San Felipe to the Galleria, the Houston version of L.A.'s Rodeo
Drive. What, you wonder, are those arches doing in this exhibit?
 
Hansen explains proudly that the nearby Offenhauser Co. fabricated the Post Oak arches. Yes, they're the symbols
of upscale Uptown. But when the symbolizing world wants something made, it places an order with the East End.
 
lisa.gray@chron.com
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think42 wrote:

Perhaps you should go home again and find the wonders that you either missed as a child, or
have arrived after you left.
11/1/2009 8:45:48 AM
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ItIsMeAgain wrote:

If they are talking about the Aneheiser-Busch brewery, it is NOT in the East End. The only
possibility is if there is a new microbrewery in the area. The oil refineries are not in the East End
either. It did have 2 coffee plants, one on Navigation (formerly Folgers) and one on Harrisburg
(was Maxwell House), both fairly close to downtown. East End is bordered on the north and
northeast sides by Buffalo Bayou...the other side of the Bayou is Denver Harbor, Jacinto City,
Pasadena, etc., the western border is around Hwy 59, the southern border is Lawndale and the
eastern border is Loop 610. Unless, of course, they have totally changed the borders of the East
End, in which case I am totally wrong. I was born at Harrisburg & 75th St. and raised in the East
End...and we never had a brewery or an oil refinery in the East End from 1955 thru 1989. Never
knew of a Clorox bottling plant there either unless it was after 1989.
10/31/2009 11:13:40 PM

Recommend: (2) (6)  [Report abuse]

(27)

ADRealty wrote:

The coffee company is still there, it's no longer Folgers though. My brother in law works there.
There has been so many changes in the East End that there could be a brewery and a Clorox
bottling company. Maybe they are located in the Navigation area. But, this interesting to know
about this because my daugther's boyfriend likes to draw graffiti and this may be an option for
him to do it legally. BUT, if anyone is interested in purchasing a house in this area, you can
always e-mail me and I can represent you.
11/2/2009 11:58:23 AM

Recommend: (1) (0)  [Report abuse]

(22)

GPackwood wrote:

Looks like the East End may develop into an 'Art House' neighborhood as we see in the old
industrial areas of Cleveland, Ohio.
http://www.arthouseinc.org/
Thanks for the introduction. I will visit.
::
GP
11/1/2009 12:40:47 PM
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