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Maria Deviin dreamed for decades of owning the Eostwood house, once a rectory for the Episcopal Church of the Redeemer.

Couple’s dream alive
in restored 1913 home

By Deborah Mann Lake

The Crofteman-Prairie house was buitt in 1913,

t was Maria Deviin's dream house

at a nightmare time of her life.
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John Devlin closed on the Easl-
wood home they had wanted for two dec-
ades, John was diagnosed with & termi-
nal disesse, leaving Maria to fsce an ex-
tensve renovation of the 1913 strocture
without his help,

“When John was really ill, a lot of times
it was overwhelming, and after the work-
ars would beave | would ory,” Devlin said.
“It was a place where 1 felt T could let
it all oul, walls had seen 8o much,
they could understand”

Om & chilly evening two years later, the
renovation was complete, and
John was not there to gee it, the W
enciosed a happier scene — Devlin, her
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children, her extended family and
friends, 15 in all, feasting on burritos
while sitting around a massive table
made of exolic heavy Hmbers, Onee a
week, there's Hh:rtﬂhng- invitation for
anyone to drop er in the hig
kitchen Deviin always wanted,

Maria and John Deviin first saw the
home nearly 25 years ago while working
as volunieers on what was then the pee-
tory of Church of the Redeemer, an Bpis-
copal parish a block away, Maria had ar-
rived in Houston In 1073, at 1B, to
vigit her uncle Abdiss Avalos,
er's firsl Spanish priest Chureh femilies
al that tme lived “in ity" in
homes throughout tmﬁgm
pooling their resources.

In 1976, unknown to esch other, Mariz
was loiling in the altic while John was
working in & guest bedroom. It didnt
take long (o meet, and three years Later
thiey married. Jahn becime an attorney,
and the couple had four children:
Michael, Laura, Debarsh and Joln Mark.
From lme to time they “adopted™ other

children, and Maria still congiders them
oahus regulars at Lively, noisy
open kitchen gatherings,

The church sold the home nearly two
decades ago. But Maria never it.
“We were either going to buy this howse
or move to San Antonio,” she said “For
bath of us, it was our dream house, John
was not able to enjoy it, but our dream
has to goo o

Before Maria could start on the
kitchen, the heart of her dream, several
mfundmml.ul problems had to be cor-

The previous owners had let the house
fall into semi-decay. Rotted wood Inside
and out had to be replaced. A roof leak
in a serond-foor hadrnm#‘:hmt had
caused extensive damage. overhang:
ing eaves, a signature detail of the home,
were b to droop, Chunks of the
dining room plate rail were missing,
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The Deviin house is filled with family and friends during @ weekly Wednesday open-house dinner oround o prized table in the thoroughly madem kitchen,
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Waod trim in the bedrooms was painted for o bess formal lack,

make tri
wond tn match the original.”
The home is a e examphe of Crafts-
man and Prairie architecture with an
echo of Victorian in the handsome pocket
doors and upstairs ransoms Lhal cireu-
lated air in the days before air condition-
ing. Despite & remaodeling in the "Tis, the
house. had most of s original buili-ins,
from bookesses and window seats in the
living room to & cabinet in the dining
room, In front of the fireplaces in the liv-
ing and dining rooms, the home still kad
old coal-fireplace embossed metal
soreens, a feature normail Imttlwm
tirme: and modernization, rebaullt
interwors of the fireplaces and converted
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and dining rooms, large dipping vats of
paint remover were bullt on site. All of
the original windows were repaired with
new cords and balanced weights, Over
the vears, some of the obd, wavy glass in
the home's windows had been replaced
with mewer plass. Fry found a source for
“oid float glass™ so that all of the windows
woubd miatch,

“The old-siyle glass is acheally being
remanufactured for historical:

“T ool cut a lot of corners.” Dey-
lin said. “But even though worn oul, the
beauty of the home was still there. It just
needed somebody o come and polish it
and make il shine again, come alive

did zome remodeling to open up
room and & connecting hall-
way to the kitchen, She alzo updaled an
addition bullt in the T0s that included &
larger ktchen, a sunroom and several
upstairs ropms at the rear of the home.
e of the bi; challenges was the
plan — petling three bath-
rooms in the available space and match-
ing all the woodwork with the original
home," Fry said,

The team also included Naney Ga-
nucheau of That's Architecture, who
worked with Devlin on bathroom and
kitchen design as well as finishes and
oo k. the home,

“We wanted to make the bathronms fit
in like they had always been there,” Ga-
riscivsi sakd,

Keeping the large family in mind, Ga-
nuchesy divided & hall bathroom into towo
toilet spaces, & sink ores and o bathiub
o,

While the wood downstairs was

stripped of all paint, sanded and stained,

Collecfibles add a personal touch.

the wood trim upstairs was painted to
Tk imatns om vt Witk rec
u % Was
wood from old warehouses, and
the homee were waxed rather
thean varnished to give them a softer,
aged appearance.

The kitchen was & challenge, An B-foob
ceiling was removed, and the weight of
remaining portion of a wall in the middle
of the mom, had o be shifted Lo exterior
walls and reinforced. Devlin chose
beaded board for the ceiling, and Ga-
nucheau found just the right stone, Bra-
gilinn Aflantic green slate, for the count-
ertop, The painted cabinets were done
in the same soft green.

Although the kilchen is thorsughly
mioderm, g i trush compactor and
recycling center, the simple design and
hardware match the C mn - spirit of
the original home,

A hobbwgarage coltage was added on
the home’s large lot, and doors that were
remioved in the kitchen remodeling were
recyelod there, Deviin said the bovs got
to the garasge hefore her car did, and
there are now game Lables on the painted
conerele.

The furnishings throoghout the home,

all gelected by Deviin or passed dosm
through family, are a collection of an-
thgues and new pleces that look aged,
such as the giant armeire in the sum-
THHNTY,
Devlin has brought the same attention
to details outside the home, hiding air-
conditioning units behind a cactus gar-
den.

In 2001, the home appeared on Lhe
Eastwood Historicel Home Toor as =
work in progress.” Two laker it ap-
peared on e tour in-all of its restorsd
glory, a8 new dismond in an old neighbor-
hnod.

Deberah Mann Loke & o eskance writer and
frequent: contributor o the Chronichs;
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