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Residents and business leaders

Dowantoun (- 4-8%

By Jeannine M.E. Klein

Many of Houston's inner city neigh-
burhmods have undergone a revitalization or
are doing so now. Une that appears on the
edge of phenomenal redevelopment s
Eastwood. in the near East End.

Only two miles from Downtown. many of
the street names in the neighborhoud—
Polk. Dallas. McKinney—are eastward ex-
tensions of Downtuwn streets, providing
easy orientation.

There is a contingent of enthusiastic
business leaders and residents determined
to restore Eastwood.

Same of its advocates are representa-
tives of large corporations such as Tenneco
and Southwest Bancshares. Others are
religious. people determined to share with
their neighbors. Indeed. it begins to appear
there is a secret pot of gold buried in East-
wood, a lodestone that makes its salvation
so important to many varied interest
groups.

Strictly speaking. Eastwond is a small
subdivision that runs from Sidney to Dum-
ble. and from Rusk to Hardyv. Like the words
“Montrose’ and “the Heights™ however, the
name has become an umbrella designation
for a larger area that includes gqther subdi-
visions, from the tiny Dorruth Court, con-
sisting of four lots, to the targer Broadmoore
and Woodside. Perhaps 20 subdivisions are
included in the casual use of the name
“Eastwood", encompassing an area from the
Gulf Freeway to Harrisburg, and from Milby
to the HB&T railroad track. ,e

Eastwood originally was part of Harris-
burg. a small town that originated with an
1824 land grant from the Mexican govern-
ment to John R. Harris. Spreading from the
junction of Buffalo and Brays Bavous, Harris
founded his burg. The fortunes of the Civil
War, the laving of railroad lines and the dig-
ging of the ship channel eventually fos.
tered the growth of the newer city of Hous
ton. which overshadowed Harrisburg and
which annexed the older city in 1926,
Today, mnst Houstonians know "Harrisburg™
only as a street name for the eastern end of
Texas Avenue.

Some of Harris's spirit still lives in East-
woud. in members of families who have been
there most of the century. William €. (Bill)

The Episcopal Church of the Redeemer, 4411 Dallas, became famous nationally for the
programs it formulated to deal with white flight. The controversial rector who inaugurat-
ed *‘charismatic communalism' has left the East End Church, but Redeemer is still an
active force in East Side community life,

Glaw is one with family roots in Eastwood
extending back to the early 1908s. His
grandfather. William Carl Gavlor, founded
the familv homestead at McKinney and
Cullen. with the family company. Gayvlor Oil,
nearby. When Gavlor's daughter Rhea be-
came Mrs. Rogers. he gave her a lot on
Leeland as a wedding present. She lived
there, in one of the first houses built on the
street, until her death a few vears ago. Glaw
himself has moved his residence in and out
of the neighborhnod as he passed through
various periods of his life, but savs he has
alwayvs worked in the Eastwood area.

Bitl Glaw savs he has alwayvs had faith in
the neighborhood.

"1 think that the East End is getting
ready to reallyv boum. It's doing just what
Montrose and the Heights did.” For con
firmation of his prediction, he points out
that “in most other areas, houses are going
at or below their appraised value; here, it's
appraised value or better.”

Glaw  acknowledges the East End's
recent problems with an influx of illegal
aliens, but savs @ campaign to control illicit
immigration has had visible results in the
East End. “I've seena change. L know we still
have sonte. hut nothing like it was five vears
ago. Then. v amy Fridayv or Saturday. yvou
would hear gunshots all night ™

He continues on a more upheat note, “In
two years, we have seen peuple taking more
pride in the area. with more middle aned and
vounger professional people movingin. 1t <a
great opportunity: vou can still buy a three-
bedroom brick home in Eastvood for $hu it
to $70,000."

A three-bedroom, two bath house on a lot
and a half was sold last year for $87.001. Sit-
uated on a corner. the frame house has a
front parch. a two-car garage with an apart-
ment over it. The owner says the house may
have heen overpriced. because a similar
house nearby was reported to have suld a few
months later for $79.000.

According to Glaw, the neighburhood’s
lowest ebb was in the late 195 and early
1960s. when longtime, stable residents
began to flee the inner city. But in the mid-
dle and late 1960s there was a singular and
controversial movement in Eastwood. The
phenomenon was centered around the local
episcopal congregation.

It began in 1963, when W. Gruham Pul-
kingham became rector of the Chureh of the
Redeemer. In his book, Gatherod for Parer,
Pulkingham writes his assessment of the
community upun his arrival there:

“During the "60s, an urban erisis was

in full bloom in Housten's East B

’ Continued 60 v 5
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Thnty sears ot Readecines Chureh
frnf ~erved an arecot subetantd mind

b Lass Tmies Withet eerememy,
4 owedpe ot hlack inhatatanis thrus
themisehves from the cenper ol the nn
due santh. and g preshaped sedinent of
whites became isddated berween them
aad the encreaching Latins te the
poethesst AU the hite of that prece of
pie stands the Episenpal Churclool the
Redeemer. In the beginnmg 1t wis
catled Eastwaood Communmits Chareh,
mared forone of Housten's gracinus old
aeighborhvods, but thar nsune had fin:
athy ecame a comradiction. . Then,
in it abhandonment, the parish neigh-
horhond was becoming tawdn and un
hempt, aninsignificant sqpare of
Blovhs, ten by ten on the mmer eiiys
declining edge.”
frulkingham came to Eastwood from an
affftuent suburban church in Austin. and
faced the challenge of an inner-city neigh-
herhood with some chagrin. His eventual
sedution was radical and proveked sheck and
disapproval in some squarters. But it did
comribute to a diminishing of “white flight”
from the neighborhood.

William C. (Bill) Glaw says *'I think that
the East End is getting ready to really
boom."’ His family has roots in the neigh-
borhood extending back to the turn of the
century. .

What Pulkingham and others at Re
dermer proposed was called “charismaric
eommunalism.” Basically, they felt it was
their Christian responsibitity to help their
less fortunate neighbors, and that the only
wav they could truly reach out was by open
ing their homes, Eventualh, some parish
members whe lived in the suburbs moved
back to Eastwood. opening their homes to
communal living, both with ather members

" East End revitalization ...

This large house in the Eastwood area sold in a transaction between private parties for
$125.000. Real estate people in the area estimated that on the open market it would have

sold for about $185.000.

of the parish to consenve funds and vnergies, ]

and with people in trouble, who needed 24
hour-a-day help.

Parish statistics from the foundation
perind. 1963 to 1YT1 are startting. In his
hook. Pulkinghain states that. in 1463,
“Parish enrothment was about 801 persons,
of whum nne-third were inmactive hecause of
their living situation in suburbis far from the
declining  parish  neighbworhond™  Parish
income then was less than S3oanng,

Bv 1971, he writes, the enrvliment was
1.400, with a typical Sunday attendance of
2.200. and an income of $220.000{or the vear.
“It ... worked a reversal of the pattern of
inner-ctty  abandonment—ahnut 150 fam-
ilies had moved into Houston's East End to
be close ta the chureh.”

The Church of the Redeemer hecame
famous. In 196Y. Time magazine chose Re-
deemer was one of a handful of ministries
they thought would be signifivant models for
the new decade: "An Episcopal pentacost-
alist is having remarkable success . . . in
Houston . . . Followers of the Rev. Graham
Pulkingham have organized 16 experimen-
tal communes ranging from groups of work-
ing peaple ta foster homes for parentless
children . 7 CBS television gave nation-
wide exposure in 1471 in an hour-bing doe-
ventary on the “litargical wav of life”
being fullowed at Redeemer.

The notoriety and the way wf ife rekin-
dled interest in the East End. Dick and hvis
Bird were one couple who came to stay.

“The Churcl of the Redeemeris the glue
that held this neighborhved tugether” Dick

savs. 1t has been the focal peint of the
community forvears. Atonetime itwas oo
munity living, with married couples whe
upened theirhomes to others. Now '~ minch
more of a neighborhood church.”

Putkingham has gone fron the Churehof
the Redeemer now, He left in the mid 1070
e pursue a program of evangelsm wh!
works under the name “Fisherfedk. " e ard
ing to a Redeemer parishioner, Emity War.
son. Mrs, Watson says that under its present
rector, Ladd Fields. “the direstion of the
church has been toward a lot more invalve.
ment with the Hispanic community around
here, especially with those newly come tn
the United States.”

Although there are na more apen house
holds as before. there are “house churches”
or groups of people who work chinely te
gether while tiving apart. “There i~ stull a
warmth of caring and sharing in vur lives,
although not in the same manner as hefure”
she said.

Dick Bird was one of the founder~ of the
Eastwood Civic Association. He say~ “The
civie club really came out of a desire thmet
the neighborhood at large. not on a reltigious
basis, but as people with a comman interest
in the community.”” He savs 1t
now covers 3.0000 homes and has « core of 25
active members,

Ivis Bird savs “There's heen an invrease
in the number of Hispanics in the Civie
Association.”  She savs that having -lect
ed officials such as Houston City Coun
cilman Ben Reves and State Representative

A
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Continurd on page §
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- Fast End revitalization .-

Koenan Martinez tiving in the area makes
other Hispanies more comfortable in vmae
l'illp\

There's been o tremen
dovs et of nterest frome tHie bisiness
voanntarty, and the Tesding is that the East
Stde tats been meeheered and s o o
atfer The new Convention Center, ol course.
s eapeeted to have i tremendous effeet an
the area. with dvelopment o hotels and
sther support Tacilities”

A~ the camvention center drinws visitors,
e prevention witl draw esen more inter
est Trom the bustiiess conuunnity, But
Adready erime comtrol is a foens of the civie
assoctition. Dick Bird savs “We still have
vrinte, but at least we ave sonte controt over
it There ix o CB patrol of civie associatinng
members who wateh for prablems and report
crines spotted to the police. The civie assn
ctation metbers do onet intenene them
sefves, We have recently comvineed the an-
trttres to begin a prlot program wherehy
the patrol cars in the distrier carry CBs that
ook up directly to the patrol and save time
in reporting.”

Clean up projects have abso been a pri-
arity. The Birds praise Hughes Tool Co. as a
major  underwriter of the neighborhood
clean-ups. “There is a kind ol esprit d'corps
that draws people in.” Ivis says. “Of course,
s ot albadtraisne, 1 vou can do anvthing to
benefit he community, vour property values
CTIR T I A

“The biggest thing we've realized is that
the more arganized vou are, the more influ-
cnee v lanve,” Dick siys.

Mtiother Eastwood resident, Alice Wood,
cohees Diek’s sentiments. “Dne  reason

) HHNL
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DHsTsSses are pasing atention 1o us s tht
weve ;,nt il hnm oot terriers over here: we

The Wands ave anrong otlier vonng pro
tesstonal conples tshe s aountrittonise: he is
ar clectroures engineery who have disem
ered Bastwond. They bonght their fivst luapse
te TN0 ] e e nedatinting for their
fenrth propervy i thesrea, When asked win
fonr fuarses, Mice gaips: “Becanse §omser
gLt wand beodo g ona Sidnmhn b
gt Handy bt

Viswertng serioshy, she s Reat
estite here is sttt boely sffordable 1 is the
Bistnmtapped areainside the Lonp 1 takes
only 10 minnies 1o gevinto deep Downtown,
ard that almost fnchides parking. Wee e
mear o trentendons interchange and inside o
fitete box with evers major highway easih
I, 1S prime veal estate it sonmehow
tot forgotten until just recemly.

“The big question in this neighborhond,”
she adds, vis tlut there's a lot of rental
property und the choices its owners make
are geing to be inportant in deternmining
low the area gres.”

Alice is vice chairman and staff nutei
tionist for the Eastwood fleatth Clinic, @ pri-
vate, nonprafit facility located at Telephone
Road and Polk. Open just a vear. it is a vol-
unteer  effort: doctors, fab technicians,
nurses—as well as Alice —donate  their
time. There is a part-time paid administra-
tor, but, says Alice, “she donates as much
time as she is paid lor”

Anather brand of sohmteerisim is prac-
ticed by the East Eud P'rogress Association

Continued on page 11

805 Main at Rusk—2nd Level

222-6181 Open 10:30-2:30 Call for Takeouts

TEXAS SPUD NOW OFFERS the best deal intown .

CHICKEN FRIED STEAK

with Fresh Cut French Fried Potatoes, Salad and
Texas Garlic Toast, all for

$385

Bob & Albert & Marti

The Baker family
at your service

Also try our new TACO POTATO
(Seasoned Beef, Nacho Cheese Sauce, Sour Cream, Lettuce.
Tomato & Jalapeno Pepper)

o8 °% O,
%\ on|y25¢ 4

withany SpudEntree

222-6181

ST. JOSEPH
HEALTH CARE CENTER

B Convenient medical and
dental clinic

B Hours to fit yvour schedule
Maonday through Friday.
8:00 a.m. 1o 4:30 p.m.

601 Jefferson @ Houston 77002
Dresser Tower, Level A
Metra " Texas Special”

Red Flag Route
17131 757-1001.

CONTRACT
PARKING GARAGE

« heart of downtown
* on tunnel system

* self-parking
« full-time security
* competitive rates

801 TRAVIS ar RUSK

224-6853

Telephone Answering
Fast, Accurate Service

$45 per month
Q Unlimited Calis

A Live friendly answer
Call Today 468-4123

Fallon Telephone Answering Service
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EaSt Elld revitalization continued

(EEPA). founded by business leaders in the
1960s to. serve the East End. an area larger

Loop 8100 HB&T railroad. 1o 145 with a few
juts o take in rmportant places such as the
University of Houston's central campus.

Clinton R. Dunn. president. Texas Amer-
ican Bank Gulfway. is sening his second
vear as president of EEPA. He explains his
involvement. “We—the bank and |—are in-
volved because what's gond for the commu-
nity is good for the bank as well.” a senti-
ment behind much of the corporate com-
mitment to EEPA. "In general. there was a
feeling that the area has a lot of good qual-
ities. that it is not bevond saving. But we
have an image problem in being perceived as
a minority area.”

Dunn also points to President Reagan's
“dictum to the corporate community” to
replace government support in community
projects as an impetus to EEPA to be more
effective. Companies like Hughes Tool,
Brown & Root and Stewart & Stevenson be-
came involved. "Not only do corporations
give us money.” Dunn says, "but also vol-
unteers. And the people they place on
EEPA’s boards are not peons. they're vice
presidents.”

Like most organizations, EEPA has been
more active and less so at various times in its
20-vear history. It is now In an active period.
Its commitment, coupled with the resur
gence of East End civic associations, home-
owner commitment and rising property

- values. may push Eastwood up from the cat-
egorv of “declining” into what is referred to
as a “'renaissance” or "revitalized"” area.

The current energy is fueled by a report
jointly sponsored by EEPA, Houston Council
on Human Relations, Houston Chamber of
Commerce, the mayor and City Council. Enti-
tled “Innercity Revitalization and the
Private Sector,” the report begins with a
look at innercity revitalization in other
American cities. "We learned that . . . most
innercity revitalization projects do not ‘just
happen’; rather, an extraordinary event or
person must serve as a catalyst. Long-range
frameworks are important in guiding revi-
talization, but they take second place to the
catalytic happening.

Although not stated, the report seems to

clusively the domain of the private sector or
of gmvernment: a course that his proved dis

“isocommuniy based  and  amented and
imolved. Were tnang 1o senvice the com
munity, and unless the peaple usimt the aren
are hbehind 11Ul never flv

Community projects include the forma-
tion of civic clubs, crime preventinn pro-
grams {such as Eastwood’s CB puatrol ). and
clearup programs Residents are in the
process in several suhdivisions of reinstat
ing deed restrictions.

Participation of business is heing
sought. “First of all our goal was to provide
master plan for innercity revitalizavion.”
Dunn explains. “In an vlder. rundown area,
developers are nat going to be interested
without incentives. We are working with the
City for development of a local tax abate-
ment district. If City Council passes it. it
would freeze taxes at the current. lower level
for commercial enterprises that make im-
provements.”

Some of the most exciting capital pro-
Jects hoped for in Eastwond lie in the future.
The abandoned HB&T railroad corridor is
scheduled for conversion to a recreational
parkway that would stretch from Downtown

ather Dy

Dewrnrowan G -4-8¢

near the new convention center ty the siup
clhannel.

et Lo Peter Armato e entise..
divector  d EEP A negotiition veunderwas
fra sl tranm o huses 1o carrs ~hoppers
and teunsts. The route would include the
cimventinn center, Chinatown, the proposed
Mercnde (an Hispanic community centers
perforntance plaza. market stands. restau
rants. & number of green space areas. and 4
park museum to he created near the termm
nation point at Brady Island on the Ship
Channe],

Aleng the way would be a2 commertial
center at Harrisburg & Wavside. At a recem
EEPA meeting. it was announced that a pre
jeetis inits final stages of negotiation. The
project centers nn a Sears store at that lnca
tion which closed last vear. A local real
estate development corporation. in cnoper
ation with EEPA and other civie and amn
ernmental groups. proposes to turn the 114~
Sears store into a multi-purpose “retat!
center epitomizing public-private coupera
tion, that we anticipate will be a focal pamnt
in the area.”

If all gaes as planned and hoped fur. the
center at Harrisburg & Wayside would he
Continued on page 1.3

Working in harmony.

w

When you office at the Lyric Office Centre,
your days are so much more pleasant. In
the sunny lobby, a pianist plays. Rudy, the
concierge, takes care of the details of your
business life, from luncheon reservations

indicate that the group hopes to create this
catalytic happening through implemen-
tation of its specific "site recommenda-
tions.” There are 11 project recommenda-
tions for developers and government, which
will require capital investment and 10 pro-
jects that do not.

Dunn points out the importance of com-
munity participation to keep programs
aimed at revitalization from becoming ex- \

[
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to travel arrangements. And the on-site nt‘re
management team is always available to
you. For a personal tour, call

Russo Properties, Inc., 780-2000.

440 Louisiana




‘Opera will audition citizen singers

The Housten Geand Operd Assachinlion
has announced choros aodithms fir 1he
195185 season will be o Saturday, June 14
from noon o 4 PM: Sundas June 17 from T )
1 PM and on Monday. Jmne I8 from 5 PM g
N PM. Auditions will be held in the rehear
sal roomn of Jones Hall. 615 Lowsiana.

Members of the Houston Grand Opera
churus are men and women from diverse
professions. The chiorus is made up of sing-
ers wha participate in the Opera’s full
chorus sedson, as well as these whese jobs do
nut all a commitment to each production.

A new chorus member will carn about
400 per production,

The PS4 S5 seasom productins in which
thee cliors will participate are Ahhoaten, by
Philip Glas~. The Flyong Datebonan by Rich
ard Wagner: Madanwe Butterfly, by Giacomn
Puccini: The Magic Flute, by Walfang
Mozart: Eugene Onvgin, by Tehaikovsky: and
Lu Travinta by Giuseppe Verdi.

Singers auditioning should be prepared
to perform two artas of contrastiag stive and
tetrpo. Selections from vpera are preferred,
but judges will aceept selections from ora
tario works. Singers should be prepared
sightread.

For more information. call the Opera’s
production olfice. 3480225,

Planting project under way - Trees

on Smith Street

Qeh foven e A

Downtown commuters will enjiy a shad- fives for Houston has panticipated in, al

ier drive along Smith Street in vears to cume
thanks ta Trees for Houston, a nanprofi
group.

The project. spearheaded by artorneys
Jim Ryvlander and Bill Coates. involved plant-
ing 120 live oaks along Smith from the Pierce
Elevated to the Southwest Freeway during
the last two weeks.

Rvlander said last week that Smith
Street was selected because it is so heavily
traveled and because landscaping had
stupped at Pierce.

This is the first Downtown project that

/‘f - S Ld(d:\.tl:.mf -

Fast End revitalization ===

operational late next year. “We see this pro-
ject as a catalyst ot the redevelopment of
East End." the announcement said.

Another group working in the East End is
the Neighborhood Housing Service, a project
of the Private Sector Iniatiatives group. Ex-
ecutive director Deborah Randolph says it is
““a private nonprofit organization created to
revitalize Houston's older neighborhoods in
a partnership of City, residents and busi-
nesses."

Houston NHS is part of a nationwide
network created by Congress. Randolph says
purpose of NHS is to help area residents
“secure financing, either through conven-
tional means if they are bankable, or through
our own special funds from the City and pri-
vate monies from the insurance industny.”
NHS also sets up programs such as a “tool
library”" which will lend implements needed
for gardening and home improvenient.

“We're getting quite a lot of support from
our community, unlike in other areas.” She

though 1he group has cooperated with
fandowners in several Houston neighbor
huuds to plant 1rees. he said.

Rylunder said the group wanted 10 call
attention to the opportunity tn turn Down-
town Houston intn a greenbelt. He said there
are now several organizations which raise
money for tree planting,

“This time is now." Rylander said. He
and Coates arranged for a loan of $12.000 to
plum 1he Smith Streer trees in arder 1o gain
momentum.

O At A

G6-y-Qy
cites donations for the office of land from
Weingarten Realty, furniture from Pruden-
tial, a copy machine from Shell Qil and car-
pet from Tenneco. Fulbright & Jaworski do-
nated legal services while Arthur Andersen
& Co. volunteers do the accounting.

NHS's first project in the East End was
the rehabilitation of a house in Broadmoor
(see cover photograph) that had been not
only an eyesore, but a challenge to law en-
forcement. NHS officials convinced the prop-
erty owner to let the organization use the
first floor as NHS offices in exchange for
fixing up the property. The owner still can
rent out the upper floor.

The EEPA. NHS. Eastwood Civic Asso-
ciation and Church of the Redeemer are all
committed to revitalizing the East End. They
cooperate admirahly, with new projects from
one group leading to the formation of anoth-
er with some individuals sening on the
boards of more than one group.

Downtown Eye

Associate-

Bovarl Certitnl Opbabaine s
Complete Eve Examinations
Out-Patient Cataract Surgery

Out-Patient Micro-Surgery

tor Nearsightedness
{ \hul\l.ﬂ

910 Travis
Bank of the Southwest
Suite 1905

659-2554

By appointment

Downtown
Foot
Specialists

Dr. A. J. Wolf
Dr. D. S. Wolf

For conventent. cost cutting profes-
sional care to fit vour work sched-
ule. Workmen's compensation and
industrial foot & leg accidents. In-
surance accepted. Specializing in:
bunions. corns, ingrown toenails.
warts and sports injuries.

1215 Walker 225-6222
Suite 1219 across from Houston Center!

T. Faye Peterson, D.D.S.

Donald W, Peterson,Jr,D.D.S.
806 Main Bldg.. Suite 1205

{near Texas Commerce)

222-7570

Hours by Appointment
Early Appointments Available
Most Dental Insurance Accepted

“We Cater to Cowards™
Nitrous Onidr Gas dvailable
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