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Eastwood Civic Association January 28, 2010

February ECA Meeting
 
Please note that the next Eastwood Civic
Association (ECA) meeting will be held at 6:30 PM
on Monday, February 1st at the Cape Center (4501
Leeland @ Lockwood). 
 

February Meeting Speaker
 

 

We are pleased to have Roland Da La Cerda with the City parking
Management Division as a speaker for the February ECA meeting. 
Parking Management establishes regulations to enhance pedestrian
safety, ensure a smooth flow of traffic and to allow emergency vehicles to
reach their destinations.  Roland will review the City regulations
governing parking in residential neighborhoods and will be available to
answer questions.  

Home Tour News
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
 
The 2010 Eastwood Historic Home Tour has been scheduled for October
16th & 17th
 
It's been two years since the home tour was last held, so the ECA has
taken over planning and organization of the tour.  The ECA has created a
new subcommittee chaired by Jody Gillit and co-chaired by Rolf Brehm to
manage the tour.  The ECA plans to use the home tour to promote the
historic homes and structures within the ECA boundaries, as well as
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promote the greater East End and neighborhood businesses. 
 
The Committee is working toward finalizing six historic homes to be on the
tour; so please tell your friends and neighbors and help us promote this
great event.  
 
A separate home tour website will be coming soon, and we will have
additional information available during the general ECA meetings.  If you
are interested in getting involved, email jlgillit@yahoo.com or call
713-540-9171 and we'll get you plugged in.

Census 2010
 
Beginning in March 2010, Census forms will be mailed out to every
residence in the United States in accordance with Article I, Section II of the
Constitution.  Census information affects the numbers of seats our  State
occupies in the U.S. House of Representatives. And people from many
walks of life use census data to advocate for causes, rescue disaster
victims, prevent diseases, research markets, locate pools of skilled workers
and more.
 
An accurate count of residents in our community, city, and State can
bring better infrastructure, more services and a brighter tomorrow for
everyone. In fact, the information the census collects helps to determine
how more than $400 billion dollars of federal funding each year is spent on
infrastructure and services like:
 

 Hospitals
Job training centers
Schools
Senior centers
Bridges, tunnels and other-public works projects
Emergency services

 
In addition to determining federal funding, the census will determine the
representatives apportioned to each state.  Redistricting 101: What is
redistricting and why do states redistrict?
 

Redistricting is the process of changing electoral district and
constituency boundaries, usually in response to periodic census
results
The U.S. Constitution requires that electoral districts be periodically
adjusted or redrawn to account for population shifts

 
Please help to provide an accurate accounting of the East
End's residences and fill out and return your census form! 
 
Additional information can be found on the 2010 census website:
ttp://2010.census.gov/2010census/

2010 Town Hall Meeting
 
Commissioner Sylvia R. Garcia will be hosting her 2010 Town Hall
Meeting on Thursday, March 4, 2010 from 6:30pm to 8:00pm at North
East Community Center, 10918 1/2 Benetly St.  If you would like more
information please call: 713-924-3975.

METRO Update
 
Utility work continues on Harrisburg for the East End line.  Lane closures
will continue to alternate as work progresses.  For additional information
please visit the METRO Solutions website: http://www.metrosolutions.org
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/go/doc/1068/112324/
 

University Line Update 

In December 2009, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) authorized
METRO to proceed with preliminary engineering for the line and release
the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). You can now review all
of the environmental documents on the METRO Solutions website.:
http://www.metrosolutions.org/go/doc/1068/112145/

Regional Events
 
The Houston-Galveston Area Council (H-GAC) has initiated the Regional
Transit Framework Study (RTFS), which is a one-year planning study to
identify long range regional transit needs and future transit opportunities for
the region.

The public is invited to attend a project open house meeting to discuss the
project goals and public transportation needs with H-GAC and consultant
staff.  The meetings will be held at the following locations from 5:30 pm to
7:30 pm with a short presentation at 6:00 pm.
 
Monday February 8, 2010
Nessler Center
2010 5th Avenue North
Texas City, Texas 77590

 Tuesday February 9, 2010
George Memorial Library
1001 Golfview Drive
Richmond, Texas 77469
 
Tuesday February 16, 2010
George & Cynthia Woods-Mitchell Library
8125 Ashlane Way
The Woodland, Texas 77382
 
Thursday February 18
United Way of Houston
50 Waugh Drive
Houston, Texas 77007
 
Please use the following email link to view additional information including
the detailed public meeting legal notice and Issue # 1 of the H-GAC
Regional Transportation Framework Study Newsletter.  http://www.h-
gac.com/transit

 

EPA Public Hearing on Strengthening Ozone
Standards
 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) will convene a public
hearing on Feb 2 regarding whether to strengthen the national ambient
air quality standard (NAAQS) for ground-level ozone.
 
This EPA hearing is one of only three in the US, and a rare opportunity to
voice your thoughts regarding air quality standards.  If you would like to
testify at the hearing, please contact Tricia Crabtree at
crabtree.tricia@epa.gov or (919) 541-5688. Public comments will be
limited to five minutes.

 
What:   EPA public hearing regarding proposed standards for
ground-level ozone
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When:  Tuesday, Feb 2, 2010 from 9:30 am to 7:30 pm, or later,
depending on the number of speakers. EPA will make every effort to
accommodate all speakers that arrive and register before 7:30 pm.
There will be a break from 12:30 to 2:00 pm.

Where: Hilton Hobby Airport - Moody Ballroom, 8181 Airport Blvd,
Houston, (map)

Written comments may also be submitted, see www.EPA.gov for more
information.

We are always looking for ways to improve.  If you have a suggestion,
please email it to eastwoodcivicassociation@gmail.com, or visit on the
web at www.eastwoodcivicassociation.org. 
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