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Eastwood Civic Association May 7, 2009

Do you know of an event happening in or around the community or
have another announcement that you would like to get the word out
on?  If so, send us an email and we may include your announcement in
future editions of the Eastwood eNews.

Magnolia Glen Update
 
It appears that a major victory has been won in the ongoing, marathon,
battle with Housing Corporation over the conversion of the Magnolia Glen
facility into a homeless housing facility.  The Houston Chronicle reported
in the May 5th edition that the Harris County Commissioners court was
likely to vote to rescind the $1.67 million grant it gave to the Housing
Corporation of Greater Houston last year to convert Magnolia Glen. 
Pairing this with the  U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development's recent dismissal of the discrimination complaint filed by
Housing Corporation against the city, it seems that the project is
effectively dead for the time being.
 
Everyone must remain vigilant, though. This project has been thought
dead many times in the past only to have it resurface again and again. 
As a matter of fact, a representative for Housing Corp. has already
indicated that it would now seek private funding to aquire the facility.  We
have won a battle, but we have not yet won the war. 
 
To read the full article, click here.

METRO East End Rail  Line Update
 
METRO recently signed the $1.62
billion construction contract with
Parsons Transportation Group that the
METRO board of directors approved
earlier this year.  This contract
includes the construction of the East
End line and implementation of an
alternative proposal put forth by the
mayor that will build a rail-only
overpass at the Union Pacific Rail crossing on Harrisburg.  In exchange
for allowing the LRT-only overpass at this location, the mayor has
promised to fund a study to determine the feasibility of a vehicular and
pedestrian underpass at this location.  Councilmember James Rodriguez
confirmed at a recent Community Advisory Board meeting that an
overpass/bridge for vehicles and pedestrians is still an option if the study
proves the underpass option is not feasible.
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While this light rail-only bridge solution does address the need to get the
East End line to the Magnolia Transit Center by METRO'S projected 2012
deadline, it does not deal with the need for a grade separation for cars
and pedestrians.  Many in the community have expressed concerns
regarding this new light rail-only bridge solution and its potential impact. 
Many ECA residents, in addition to area business owners, have concerns
that such a bridge will hinder their businesses and future development. 

The Eastwood Civic Association voted unanimously to support the East
End Chamber of Commerce's efforts to see that there is an underpass for
vehicles, pedestrians and LRT at this location.  Until the City has
promised to fund an underpass for all three, it is important that all
continue to express their concern to community leaders, including
METRO officials, the Mayor and members of City Council. 

"Mexcavations" by Merry Calderoni 
 

Canal Street Gallery presents
"Mexcavations" by artist Merry
Calderoni on Friday, May 8.  The
reception will run from 6-9PM and the
show will be on display through May
31st. 

 
Canal Street Gallery is located at 2219 Canal Street and there will be
complimentary valet parking.
 
For more information either click here or call the gallery at
(713) 223-2219.
 

Art Car Parade This Saturday
 

The 22nd annual Houston Art Car Parade on
Saturday, May 9th. Watch as over 250 wheeled
wonders turn concrete into a colorful canvas
that celebrates the artist in everyone!
 
The cars start lining up at 9am. Come early
and get a view that's up close and personal.

There will been vendors and refreshments on site.  The parade rolls at
1pm on Allen Parkway between Taft and Downtown. 
 
Admission is free.

We are always looking for ways to improve.  If you have a suggestion,
please email it to eastwoodcivicassociation@gmail.com, or visit on the
web at www.eastwoodcivicassociation.org. 
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